HINCKLEY SLIM SCHOOL REUNION ON 25TH OCTOBER 2008

By Margo Wilson

When Tina (Brewer) rang me to say she was coming over to England and would like to have a Slim School get together there wasn’t too much time to plan things.  As we had been to this hotel previously, and it was convenient for people to get to, Gloria agreed that it should be the one.  I got some prices but left it to Gloria to negotiate with the hotel and being Gloria she managed to get a reduction!!

When I arrived, Gloria along with Robert and his wife Marilyn and Sue were having coffee.  After a while Kath and her husband John arrived.  Soon others joined us including Anne and her partner and John (Anderson) and Sam. Valerie and her husband showed up and went off to find her brother Ray.  John Cox arrived with his bag of Slim memorabilia (he has got such a lot of interesting things).  He had a CD of actual film taken at school which had been transferred from a cine film.  Unfortunately I did not get to see it but hopefully he will bring it to the next reunion.

We went to our designated room for lunch.  Tony had set up a screen where we were able to watch photographs and films of past reunions including the one when we went back to the Cameron Highlands and Slim School in 2003.  It brought all the memories back of what a wonderful day that was.

It was lovely to see my friend Sue (Robertson) and her husband Alan who I had met before at the 2004 Bristol reunion.  At that reunion Sue had wanted to try to find her best friend from school Gill Withey and she had eventually heard from her the same week as the Hinckley reunion and they had met and apparently talked all day!!!  Hopefully Gill will attend a reunion soon.

Very good to see Robin and Karen (Harris) again we have met up at a few reunions now but Robin still had some photographs I had not seen before.

The food came – Gloria mentioned that there was not sufficient for 40 people (perhaps they thought we were a slimming club – which we had been mistaken for at the Australian reunion when they served up Slim fast products!!!)  Anyway they brought more food but still Tina had not showed up – eventually she arrived after getting a bit lost en route.  This time Ray, her husband came too, but he decided to give the lunch a miss after hearing all about Slim at the Australian reunion. Unfortunately my husband, Max was not there to have a quiet pint with him but I am sure he managed to do just that.  

About 40 people attended from different era’s – there were not too many from the early fifties which disappointed them slightly but it was interesting to talk to them about their days and I think they thought the same about ours.  I am pleased I did not attend Slim in the earlier days – I would not have liked to travel in those “coffins”!!  Three ton trucks were much more civilised!!

After enjoying the lunch and reminiscing about our days at School – someone always comes up with something others have forgotten.  I was pleased Sue remembered “bandit alarms” where we had to roll ourselves in our bedding and stay under the bed until the all clear.

 We were eventually asked to leave the room – we had been there for five hours!!

Later we all met up for a pre dinner drink and dinner served in the conservatory. After dinner we sat in the lounge finishing our drinks.

It was quite sad to say farewell the next morning but I am sure most of us will meet up again at the next reunion along with others who couldn’t make it this time.
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Attendees.

Gloria Gomm (Ryall),  Anne Hall (Ingham), Dale Mitchell (Warrener), Chrissie Dawson (Seal), Bobby Southworth (Smalley) Tina Norton (Brewer), Margo Wilson (Turner), Kathryn Harris (Hepburn) , Sue Cooper (Worthington), Sue Cleverley (Robertson), Judy Compton (Kitchin), Valerie Ward (Puddy),
Robert Lownes, Rex Robinson, Kim Haxell, Colin Clarke, Robin Harris, Frank Massey, John Anderson, Jeremy Kitchin, Ray Puddy,  Miss Jones (Birt).

